NEWSLETTER
September, 2017

“To know nature and to keep it worth knowing”
www.abbymissionnatureclub.org

Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month (except July and August) at 7:30 p.m.

at the Ravine Park Hatchery, 2395 Crescent Way, Abbotsford
(by the Abbotsford Arts Centre)
Email: haroos12@gmail. com or 604-853-4283

The objectives of the
Abbotsford-Mission Nature Club
 To enjoy and interpret natural history
 To promote an understanding and an appreciation of natural
ecosystems
 To promote the concept of stewardship of natural resources
 To participate as naturalists in public consultations related to
questions of environment and development in the Abbotsford and
Mission area
Executive of the Abbotsford Mission Nature Club
President – Hank Roos – 604-853-4283
Email: haroos12@gmail.com
Vice-President/Website - Wendy DaDalt - 604-8562575
Email: wendy@dadalt.net
Secretary – Herman Venema – 604-826-6872
Email: hcpvenema@shaw.ca
Treasurer – John Engbers-604-768-5470
jengbers@telus.net
Membership - Rita Bot – 604-309-1263
Email: rbot12@shaw.ca
Newsletter Editor – Gail Savard - 604-853-5188
Email: savard5188@shaw.ca

Ken Summers – Conservation 604-851-2301
ken.summers@telus.net
Alice Roos –Refreshments – 604-853-4283
Email: haroos12@gmail.com
Programs – Vacant
Field Trips-Vacant
Facebook - Rebecca Mc Murray – 604-217-5197
Email – rebeccamurray21@yahoo.ca
Speakers – Vacant
Sheila Flavelle – 604-870-4221
sheila@flavelle.com

1

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Once again, we are planning fieldtrips and speakers for a new club year and hope
your continued membership and participation will contribute to a successful year.
Your suggestions are always appreciated.
This year is a significant milestone for our club as it is our 25th Year and we hope
to mark it with some special event. Certainly, one significant event that
coincidentally will occur this year, is the building and completion of the Willband
Viewing Platform and Boardwalk. As of today, (August 15) the City proceeded with
the trail portion of the project that will hopefully, be followed in a few days by our
contractor’s pile installation sub-trade. Both Architectural and Engineering
drawings are now complete allowing our contractor (Fricia Construction) to order
the materials for their scope of work. The 2 items that we are responsible for and
have ordered are the steel mesh railing panels and mini-mesh fiberglass panels for
the decking surface, both of which to be installed by Fricia.
Once the steel screw piles are in place we can breathe a big sigh of relief since it
is the only in-water work that will occur and must be completed by September 15
as required by Fisheries and Oceans. With this significant project, underway and
several other ones already planned and approved by City Parks (barn owl box and
bat box) the focus of our club’s community outreach in nature education and
habitat improvements will certainly continue to be at Willband Creek Park as well
as Hogan Family Nature Park.
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I hope to see us continue our work with all our partners and look forward to
planning follow up Club work bees in our effort to remove some of the Himalayan
Blackberry colonies. With the funding we have available we want to organize a
native planting in the viewing platform vicinity to enhance the site for a greater
variety of bird and wildlife viewing opportunities. A committee, Paul DaDalt, Wendy
DaDalt and Rita Bot will be designing a significant interpretive sign as part of the
platform project. The sign to be located at the junction of the main trail and
platform trail will also give recognition to all our partners but especially the Coop
Community Spaces program who have the opportunity under our funding agreement
to have the project named after them.
We also plan this fall to completely check all swallow nest boxes and wood duck
boxes with our volunteer ACS Middle School kids together with AMNC club
members, now that 2 years in a row we have received reports of several wood duck
family sightings.

Through all our efforts in the last 4 years, I am encouraged by the results and
with the partnerships we have made, I am also optimistic that more can be
achieved at Willband in enhancing this valuable space for the purpose of “Knowing
Nature and to Keep It Worth Knowing”.
Hank Roos, President
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FIELD TRIP TO IRENE PEARCE TRAIL—LANGLEY MUNICIPAL NATURAL PARK, JULY 12
We continued to have superb weather and good attendance (15 members) for our Wednesday
night walk to the Irene Pearce Trail in the Municipal Natural Park. It is accessed from the South
Langley Regional Trail parking lot on 216th Street, just south of 16th Avenue. The mostly flat,
multi-purpose Regional Trail aims to connect Campbell Valley to Aldergrove Regional Parks and
has several off-road completed sections. It offers lovely rural landscapes, forests and wetlands.
Learn more at www.TOL.ca.
The Irene Pearce Trail creates a loop through a predominantly coniferous forest growing on
glacial gravel deposits, so it is well drained except for small organic depressions loved by nettles.
Berry plants were very productive along the open southern edge of the park including Oregon
grape, Saskatoon, huckleberry, and thimbleberry and there was a nice display of ocean spray.
While bird activity is slow this time of year Black-headed Grosbeak, Western Tanager, Pacificslope Flycatcher, Red-tailed Hawk, Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Black-capped Chickadee, Swainson’s
Thrush, Cedar Waxwing, Common Yellowthroat, and Song Sparrow were present.
On our walk we crossed the Little Campbell River just east of the parking lot and again east of the
park (see photos). At one point where the trail was bordered by farm fields, we saw the stretch
of the Little Campbell River along a field edge, where surveys done in the spring of 2017 by A
Rocha interns found the highest number of Salish Suckers in the watershed so far. This is an
endangered small bottom-feeding fish, red-listed in BC. It’s closely related to the much more
widely distributed Longnose Sucker, but evolutionarily distinct and reproductively isolated from
it, probably due to the most recent glacial period. The Salish Sucker is found in very low numbers,
only in 11 small watersheds in southwest BC and four watersheds in northwest Washington, and
its habitat is under pressure from development and agriculture. By the 1970’s it was believed to
be no longer present in this watershed. However, since it was rediscovered in the Little Campbell
in 2011, studies conducted annually by A Rocha have indicated there are probably at least 200
individuals concentrated in two reaches of the river. In May of this year, 48 juvenile Salish
Suckers were caught in a single trap at the location we saw, indicating perhaps a hopeful outlook
for this species, especially since efforts are underway by A Rocha and other organizations to
improve habitat and water quality in the Little Campbell watershed. Wendy Dadalt
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ANNUAL NATURE CLUB POTLUCK PICNIC on June 14,2017

The Abbotsford-Mission Nature Club annual picnic was
held this year at Gardiner park. The park shelter was
good because once again it was threatening rain but
there was a good turnout including Alice in her
wheelchair and Hank with his shopping cart. He
assured us he was not moving under an overpass.
The food was good as usual including the strawberries and ice cream. We left Gardiner
park to walk along the beginning of the Discovery trail which starts in the Fish Trap Creek
Park. This part of Discovery Trail and the loop that take you back to Gardiner park are
surrounded by housing, a school and some industry. It was originally built as a large storm
water management facility to minimize the downstream flooding caused by
urbanization. When it was built, extensive native plantings were designed to reflect local
conditions and enhance habitat for wildlife and fish. Presently there are a lot of invasive
plants there including Himalayan blackberries, Japanese knot weed, English ivy and Lamium
possibility related to proximity of the housing.
Another fine ending to a fine year with the summer walks to look forward to. Sheila
Flavelle

$90,000 donated for viewing platform at Willband Creek Park
Sod-turning
ceremony held
Wednesday June 14,
2017 on site
Breaking ground for a
new viewing platform
at Willband Creek
Park are (from left)
Otter Co-op CEO
Jack Nicholson,
Nature Club member
Herman Venema,
student Kari Groot
and Abbotsford city
councilor Dave
Loewen. (Submitted
photo - ASM News)
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The Abbotsford-Mission Nature Club (AMNC) has received a $90,000
donation from Co-op Community Spaces, a funding program supporting
recreation, environmental conservation and urban agriculture projects.
The donation will be used by the club to construct a new trail, boardwalk
and 400-square-foot viewing platform in Willband Creek Park, providing
visitors with mountain views and excellent bird-watching opportunities.
As part of the project, native trees and shrubs will also be planted in the
area, restoring and enhancing wildlife habitat.
The wheelchair-accessible platform, designed by local architect Ryan
Huston of CHP Architects and engineered by Bill Louwerse of Lang
Engineering, will be completed this year.
A sod-turning ceremony took place Wednesday at the site.
“This donation makes our dream a reality. I don’t know how many car
washes and bottle drives we would have needed to raise that amount of
money, but it would have taken us forever,” said Hank Roos, AMNC
president.
Otter Co-Op CEO Jack Nicholson was also on hand at the ceremony.
“Co-op Community Spaces is an exciting program that is making a
difference across Western Canada and we’re delighted to see it come to
Abbotsford,” he said.
Students from nearby Abbotsford Christian School who have been
volunteering at Willband wetlands were also in attendance.
“The opportunities this park provide are undeniable. As an outdoor learning
space with connections and applications to our curriculum, this park and
this new facility will provide students authentic learning experiences that
connect them to their community for years to come”, said Tym Berger,
Abbotsford Christian Middle School principal.
Willband Creek Park is located on the Abbotsford Mission Highway at
Bateman Road.
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Downes Bowl Summer Walk on July 5, 2017
by Richard Kalmbach and Alex Lewinsky

The plants we observed were devil’s club, several huckleberry bushes with their translucent red
berries glowing in the sunlight. All of them were growing on rotted stumps. There was "bitter
sweet", a night shade climber plant with small blue flowers shaped exactly like the flowers of
tomato and potato plants. They produce very red egg shaped little tomatoes. We looked at
sword ferns and what we were pretty certain were lady ferns, though some of these were
huge.
Also, the skunk cabbages (Lysichitum americanus - I looked it up!) we saw made us feel we
were in a tropical rain habitat; that's how enormous they were. I picked up a couple of ripe
seed heads which were like cucumbers tightly covered with seed bumps. I was surprised that
there seemed to be no substance to them. They completely disintegrated on being touched as
if filled with air so that I could barely manage to gather a few seeds. The white interior was a
dry white fluff.
We also saw plenty of thimble berry, salmon berry and some trailing black berry (Rubus
ursinus), a dioecious species. One awesome cottonwood had us stop and gaze up its massive
clean straight trunk reaching to some dizzying height. Arriving at the big pond, our destination,
at the very bottom of the trail we were struck by the sight of two towering old snags, one in the
middle of this body of water and the other to the right. There was a bird perched like a sentry
at the very top of the middle one making us assume that this was surely a woodpecker, but on
training my binoculars on this mystery it turned out to be a Steller's jay - well, that was okay
too! The dead burned out trunk to our right was a dramatic sight with its huge holes from top
to bottom. a dark ominous silhouette against the bright blue sky. Along the trail, we came
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across evidence in several locations that young crows had become meals for hungry hunters. In
every case, there were the tell-tale signs on the ground of a number of primary flight feathers
with their shafts incompletely developed and still covered with the chitinous membrane. Near
be beginning of the hike Hank stopped us to point out the call of the Swainson's thrushes. Their
distinctive song could be heard from several individuals simultaneously. While down at the
pond Hank filled us in on the state of progress with the viewing platform at Willband. His talk
was accompanied by the song of a bird in the cascara tree right in front of us. The Band tailed
pigeons love the berries of this tree when they ripen in late summer. The bird that sang for
Hank was for sure not a pigeon!
However, I think everyone who went on this hike
would agree that the highlight by far was a barred
owl on a long bare branch in a wide open
completely unobstructed view maybe 150 feet
away. It paid practically no attention to us, only
looking occasionally our way. The trip was worth
it for this experience alone. We should have
plenty of pictures. Richard Kalmbach
Photo credits to Alex Lewinsky.
This past July 5th, on a gorgeous summer day,
members of the AMNC went for a hike in the
Downes Bowl
trail in the
North section
of Clearbrook
Park guided by
Hank Roos.
There is a
biophysical
inventory of plants, birds, insects and other animals of the
park completed by Johanna Saaltink and Glenn Ryder back in
July 1994 exactly 23 years ago. The trail indeed exhibits a
large variety of bio-diversity. In dense forest, it descends
about 50 meters into a marsh area where a large variety of
plants can be observed, many growing in the mud and water,
including skunk cabbage or swamp lantern. Large trees form
a dense forest, including maple trees, but relatively few
evergreens. As for birds, the group was followed by the
singing of Swainson's Thrush, a bird easier to hear than to
spot. In multiple places, feathers of young crows were
observed, obviously, the result of some predator. Then, a
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Barred Owl was spotted perching on a branch, a possible suspect. Finally, the group made to
the bowl bottom where a Steller's Jay was resting on top of a dead tree in the middle of the
pond. On the way back, signs of a past fire was noted, maybe from distant lightning. A couple of
trees were torched at the side of one of the many little descending streams. Alex Lewinsky

Kanaka Creek Watershed Stewardship Centre on
May 13/17
Wendy DaDalt took ten people for a tour of the new Kanaka Creek Watershed Stewardship
Centre

We all got to scoop up baby Chum and walk
them down to the creek to release them to
the turbulence and dangers of a little fish in
the wilds of a BC river.
Against tremendous odds, some will survive
to come back to the area of their birth and
lay the eggs that begin that wonderful cycle
of life all over again. That cycle provides
nutrients to other aquatic life, land animals
and the decaying fish return nutrients to the
soil for healthy vegetation.
Every inch of Kanaka Creek is beautiful and well worth the money and labour spent in
preserving this place for us and those who will follow.
Sincere thanks to Wendy and all those who had the vision to preserve some parts of beautiful
BC for the wildlife and for people. Photos and article by Gerda Peachey
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On the field trip to Kanaka Creek Watershed
Stewardship Centre, and adjoining trails, led
by Wendy DaDalt, I, Stan Olson, recorded
the following bird species: Hairy
Woodpecker, Pacific-slope Flycatcher,
Steller’s Jay, Northwestern Crow, Blackcapped Chickadee, Chestnut-backed
Chickadee, Pacific Wren, American Robin,
Black-throated Gray Warbler, Wilson’s
Warbler, Dark-eyed Junco, Song Sparrow,
Spotted Towhee
The following fern species, virtually all fern species that could be expected in this area: Bracken
Fern, Sword Fern, Lady Fern, Spiny Wood Fern, Oak Fern, Deer Fern, Maidenhair Fern, Licorice
Fern
One butterfly species was seen: Margined White
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Norma York passed away at the age
of 92
Norma York was a member of the
Abbotsford-Mission Nature Club for
many years. Although living in Mission
and not always able to drive she
made it to many club meetings and
walks. She even took the bus to a
meeting(s) and someone would give
her a ride home. Margaret Bunbury
then picked her up for meetings
after that until she decided otherwise but remained a member.
Norma would always pass on our newsletter and fieldtrip schedule to her ‘walking
group’. On several occasions, we would see her with her group at Willband Creek
Park.
During the past year, there were no emails from her and telephone messages
remained unanswered therefore wondering how she was.
Norma, a few years back gave a donation towards educating the youth about
nature. Subsequently an education fund was established. She loved nature and
found incredible joy in gardening and spending time outdoors.
It was a delight to be around Norma, always positive and happy.
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A Party of Astronomical Proportions
This past August 21st a rare celestial spectacle visited continental North-America, a total solar eclipse.
Special this time was that the path of totality occurred at a one-day or less driving distance for over 200
million people.
We, Ida and Alex Lewinsky watched the event in Vancouver where it was just a partial eclipse, at an
event organized by the local chapter of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada (RASC) just outside the
Science World Centre. Far from been alone, there was a crowd of over 5000, maybe as many as 10000
people with us, young and old, families with small children (proof that it is never too early to have a
science education). The mood was festive. RASC set solar telescopes and other indirect viewing devices,
and long and fast moving lines gave opportunity to all to see the show with some sort of instrument.
Experts were present sharing their knowledge. Placards also gave additional information.
Solar eclipses are not just extravagant entertainment. They
have historical, religious, even mystical significance. Above
all, their value for scientific endeavour is invaluable. The
universe becomes your laboratory. It was in 1919 that a
solar eclipse served to test an important prediction from
Einstein's General Theory of Relativity, that gravitation can
deflect the trajectory of a ray of light - not a straight line,
but bended by the sun's gravitational field. The test
succeeded, of course, Einstein became even a bigger
celebrity and science occupied the front pages of all
newspapers, eclipsing all other national and international affairs. Today's eclipse also will facilitate the
study of the solar corona with its perplexing contradictions, its characteristics affecting radio and
satellite communication and the weather globally, will increase understanding of animal behaviour, and
much more ...
Our experience with this partial eclipse was more modest. A sense that something enormous was
happening in the sky. There was an electrical feeling, of in exorability when one celestial body was
occulting another one without mercy. You could only witness the dance in the heavens as insignificant
spectators in a colossal stage. At 10:21 AM, at its maximum when 85% of the sun was covered by the
moon, some clapping could be heard, many awestruck. Although not dark, light was noticeable dimmer,
like at dusk. The temperature fell a few degrees, and the chilling breeze that just started blowing from
the West intensified. Obvious consequence from the local change of temperature, rolling eastward with
the eclipse progress. And then all started to reverse itself, light became slowly but surely brighter, the
summer heat returned, and life returned to normal.
Next total solar eclipse in North America is in 7 years from now, on April 8, 2024. We better start making
reservations in advance and experience the event somewhere in the path of totality. It will run
Northeast-Southwest, darkening the skies of Montreal and Dallas, intersecting this 2017 totality path
over New Madrid, Missouri. That was at the epicentre of a major earthquake on December 16th, 1811
severely affecting mid America, even reversing temporarily the flow of the Mississippi river. Obviously,
that has nothing to do with astronomy. Spooky all the same.
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PROGRAMS AND FIELDTRIPS
September 2017 – December 2017

September 13, 2017 Monthly Meeting at 7:30 pm
“The Past, Present and Future of Abbotsford’s Natural Areas”
Shawn Gurney, Supervisor of Natural Areas and Trails for the City will be our
speaker.

**Refreshments will be served but please bring your own mug.

Wednesday (note day) September 13, 2017 - Fieldtrip – Semiahmoo
Fish Hatchery and tour of the A Rocha Brooksdale Environmental
Centre
We will go to the Semiahmoo hatchery on 184th St and 12th Ave first where Roy
know will probably be there to go around with us and show us some of the migrating
salmon and Stan will lead us to enjoy the flora and fauna around us. We will go to
Brooksdale by 11:00, when Stan Olson will give us a tour of
the Centre and then lunch provided by the kitchen at
Brooksdale at 12:30. The price of lunch is $8. Please
confirm whether you will be staying for lunch by Monday
evening so that they can prepare enough food for us. Level
- easy
Meet at Tim Horton’s at Mt Lehman and Highway #1 at
8:15 am
Confirm your attendance to Alice Roos, haroos12@gmail.com or 604-853-4283 by Monday
evening 8 pm
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September 21 - 24, 2017 BC Nature FGM in
Vernon, BC “Lake, Grasslands and Forests”
For more details check the summer edition of the BC Nature magazine or
www.nonc.ca or www.bcnature.ca
October 11, 2017 Monthly Meeting at 7:30 pm Speaker TBD
Refreshments will be served but please bring your own mug.

November 17, 2017 Monthly Meeting at 7:30 pm
“But is it Working?: Monitoring the Effectiveness of Habitat
Projects”
Mike Pearson PHD, RPBio, will be our speaker
Refreshments will be served but please bring your own mug.

November 18-19, 2017 Fraser Valley Bald Eagle Festival
Celebrating the beauty and biodiversity of the Fraser River Valley by honouring
the majestic Bald Eagle and the Cycle of the Salmon.
For more information about the festival go to
http://fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca/ or info@fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca
604-826-7361

December 13, 2017 Christmas Social and Potluck at 6:30 pm (note
time) at
For the potluck dinner, please bring a dish to share, your own
plates, cups and cutlery
We will again have our traditional apple cider and other beverages.
It will be an evening of food, song, games and just plain old fun.
Silent Auction – we will accept any new or gently used items, i.e. plants, books,
baking or any item you think someone else might be interested in.

Fieldtrip, December 29 TBC, 2017 Christmas Bird Count
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