NEWSLETTER
January 2019
“To know nature and to keep it worth knowing”
www.abbymissionnatureclub.org
Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month (except July and August) at 7:30 p.m.

at the Ravine Park Hatchery, 2395 Crescent Way, Abbotsford
by the Abbotsford Arts Centre
Email: haroos12@gmail. com

The objectives of the
Abbotsford-Mission Nature Club
• To enjoy and interpret natural history
• To promote an understanding and an appreciation of natural
ecosystems
• To promote the concept of stewardship of natural resources
• To participate as naturalists in public consultations related to
questions of environment and development in the Abbotsford and
Mission area
Executive of the Abbotsford Mission Nature Club
President – Hank Roos – 604-853-4283
Email: haroos12@gmail.com
Vice-President/Website - Wendy DaDalt –
604-856-2575
Email: wendy@dadalt.net
Secretary – Herman Venema – 604-826-6872
Email: hcpvenema@shaw.ca
Treasurer – John Engbers-604-768-5470
Email: jengbers@telus.net
Membership - Rita Bot – 604-309-1263
Email: rbot12@shaw.ca

Newsletter Editor – Gail Savard - 604-853-5188
Email: savard5188@shaw.ca
Ken Summers – Conservation 604-851-2301
Email: ken.summers@telus.net
Alice Roos –Refreshments – 604-853-4283
Email: haroos12@gmail.com
Speakers/Field Trips – David Hopaluk 604-853-2696
Email: dhopaluk@shaw.ca
Sheila Flavelle – 604-870-4221
Email: sheila@flavelle.com
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CHRISTMAS POTLUCK AND FUNDRAISER
A Big ‘thank you’ goes to all of the participants in this fundraiser - the bakers, donators and the
buyers.
The BUNNIES raffle raised $71
The BAKED GOODS/TREATS raised $259
Total raised $330
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Memorial Tree Planting in Hogan Family Nature Park November 24, 2018
Honouring the significant contribution made by for members: Henk and Johanna Saaltink, Dick Bunbury
and Stan Olson, President Hank Roos and Wendy Dadalt said a few words remembering their
contributions to the club and their love for “knowing nature and to keep it worth knowing”.
The City of Abbotsford graciously supplied the four five-gallon sized trees requested. Two Dogwoods in
memory of Henk and Johanna Saaltink, a Douglas Fir in memory of Stan Olson and a Sitka Spruce in
memory of Dick Bunbury.
Family members joined us in planting and dedicating these trees after which we enjoyed some
refreshments and a wonderful walk in this park.
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Abbotsford Christmas Bird Count, December 28, 2018 – Ken Summers
Someone described this year's Abbotsford-Mission Christmas Bird Count as "birding in a car
wash." Because of the weather, bird numbers seem to be down (the tally isn't yet complete at the time
of writing), but species numbers may be about average, with 83 tallied at the dinner and some other
species reported by parties that didn't make the dinner. Some unusual species not seen count day but
reported for count week (3 days either side of count day), included Dunlin, Great Grey Owl, and
Townsend's Warbler. I'm expecting a total of at least 90 species once all the results are submitted and
tallied.

We had a very good turnout for the count, and to the dinner when some spouses also came (dinner out
is a good draw, not to mention the good company and bird highlights). It was especially nice to see
several new participants this year, including about 6 from the club. A big thanks to all who took
part. Hope to see you all again next year--we must be due to hit a fair-weather count day one year
soon!

Rare warbler sighting thrills birders and photographers in Abbotsford
(CBC News)
Locals believe it's the 1st recorded sighting of
a Cape May warbler in the Fraser Valley and
Lower MainlandBird photographer Nick
Balachanoff captured a number of photos of
the Cape May warbler that was spotted in
Abbotsford's Mill Lake Park. (Nick
Balachanoff)
“I went and saw this Cape-may Warbler and
got some grab shots with my point-andshoot, while several serious bird
photographers with tripods & long lenses got amazing shots. As nearly as I can determine, it was first
spotted Jan 1, one day too late to be included in the A-M CBC count week! If you want to see it, it is in a
blooming Mahonia at the north end of the boardwalk on the east side of Mill Lake.” Ken Summers
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A Special Visitor
Reported and photographs by Alex Lewinsky

Excitement in the air! An unusual sighting of a Cape May warbler in Mill Lake Park, Abbotsford, was
reported in early January. The news appeared in the BBC website
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/rare-warbler-sighting-thrills-birders-andphotographers-in-abbotsford-1.4965407) on January 4th, and groups of birders and other interested
people were gathering by a mahonia tree in the northeast end of the park, trying to catch look at the
bird and take a picture. Have to be alert: The bird yellowish colours blend well with the tree and is
constantly hopping between the branches or hiding in the bushes.

What is this is so special? According to the range map
published by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Cornell
University, shown below, Abbotsford is completely out of its
range. At this time of the year these birds are in the
Caribbean enjoying warmer weather, and they are not
expected on this side of the Rockies.
By the description in the Cornell Lab of Ornithology website,
the bird appears to be an adult female/immature male. Are we witnessing a case of reverse migration?
This is a phenomenon where a bird will fly in the opposite direction (180o) of what it is expected from
the species, and this happens mostly with juveniles. It was observed in other types of warblers and it is
believed to be the result of defective genetics.
In any case, this particular bird seems to enjoy the
mahonia flowers nectar, and may be wondering about
the crowds. He already is becoming a local celebrity!

PROGRAMS AND FIELDTRIPS
Cape May Warbler range map
Credit: Cornell Lab of Ornithology
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January to June 2019

Wednesday, January 9, 2019 Monthly meeting at 7:30 pm
“Our Carbon Footprint”
Speaker Dr. Tim Cooper of UFV
Refreshments will be served but
please bring your own mug.

January 19, 2019 Fieldtrip - Aldergrove Regional Park
We will go on the Rock ’n Horse Trail with interesting side trails
through forest, rolling hills and scenic views. Wear good walking shoes,
the trails do have good surfaces.
Duration: 2 hours
Level: light to moderate
Leader: Wendy DaDalt
Meet at 9:30 am in the Aldergrove Bowl parking lot off Lefeuvre Rd
(not the dog off-leash) which is near 0 Avenue
Confirm your attendance to David Hopaluk, dhopaluk@shaw.ca or at 604-853-2696
by Friday evening 8 pm

Wednesday, February 13,2019 Monthly meeting at 7:30 pm
“Bird Studies – Who they are and what they
do?”
Speaker Catherine Jardine with Bird Studies
Canada
Refreshments will be served but please bring your own mug.
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Saturday, February 23, 2019 Fieldtrip – Reifel Waterfowl
Sanctuary in Delta
This is our annual trip to the sanctuary to see the many snow geese,
raptors, songbirds and other waterfowl. Meet at the Tim Horton’s
located at Mt. Lehman and Highway #1 at 8:00 am. Dress for the
weather, bring a lunch and wear sturdy footwear. There is a small
entrance fee. Lynn Miller will be our leader.
*Level – Easy
Confirm your attendance to David Hopaluk, dhopaluk@shaw.ca or at 604-853-2696
by Friday evening 8 pm

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 Monthly meeting at 7:30 pm
Speaker to be determined
Refreshments will be served but please bring your own mug.

March 2019 Fieldtrip to Cheam Lake
Wetlands – details to follow

Fraser Valley Regional Science Fair
April 3 – 6, 2019 at the University of the Fraser Valley

Wednesday, April 10, 2019 Monthly Meeting at 7:30 pm
Topic and speaker to be determined
Winners of the Science Fair will present their projects at this club
meeting.
Refreshments will be served but please bring your own mug.
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April 2019 Fieldtrip to Peach Creek and Great Blue
Heron Reserve
Details to follow

May 2 – 4, 2019 BC Nature AGM
“Nature in the Warmland”
presented by the Cowichan Valley Naturalists.

Wednesday, May 8, 2019 Monthly Meeting at 7:30 pm
Topic and Speaker to be determined
Refreshments will be served but please bring your own mug.

May 2019 Fieldtrip – “Introduction to
birding” at Willband Creek Park
More information to follow

June 12, 2019 Annual Picnic at 6:30 pm Location
to be determined
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