NEWSLETTER
May, 2017

“To know nature and to keep it worth knowing”
www.abbymissionnatureclub.org
Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month (except July and August) at 7:30 p.m.

at the Ravine Park Hatchery, 2395 Crescent Way, Abbotsford by the
Abbotsford Arts Centre
Email: haroos12@gmail. com or 604-853-4283

The objectives of the
Abbotsford-Mission Nature Club
 To enjoy and interpret natural history
 To promote an understanding and an appreciation of natural
ecosystems
 To promote the concept of stewardship of natural resources
 To participate as naturalists in public consultations related to
questions of environment and development in the Abbotsford and
Mission area
Executive of the Abbotsford Mission Nature Club
President – Hank Roos – 604-853-4283
Email: haroos12@gmail.com
Vice-President/Website - Wendy DaDalt - 604-8562575
Email: wendy@dadalt.net
Secretary – Herman Venema – 604-826-6872
Email: hcpvenema@shaw.ca
Treasurer – John Engbers-604-768-5470
jengbers@telus.net
Membership - Rita Bot – 604-309-1263
Email: rbot12@shaw.ca
Newsletter Editor – Gail Savard - 604-853-5188
Email: savard5188@shaw.ca

Ken Summers – Conservation 604-851-2301
ken.summers@telus.net
Alice Roos –Refreshments – 604-853-4283
Email: haroos12@gmail.com
Programs – Vacant
Field Trips-Vacant
Facebook - Rebecca Mc Murray – 604-217-5197
Email – rebeccamurray21.yahoo.ca
Speakers – Vacant
Sheila Flavelle – 604-870-4221

sheila@flavelle.com
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MEMBERSHIP FEES
Did you remember that your 2017 MEMBERSHIP FEES which are
$30 for single membership and $35 for a family are now due?
This includes a membership in the Federation of BC Naturalists.
Please see Rita Bot.
Willband Creek Park Viewing
Platform will get built! The only
thing preventing us from starting
now is the approx. $100,000 still
needed. The outcome of our grant
application will be sometime in early
June. Keep your fingers crossed!

MARCH 2017: Violet Green Swallow Tachycineta
thalassina
Welcome back the swallow. Violet-green and Tree
swallows were spotted in Nanaimo, Vancouver Island
February 21st, proclaiming another early spring. The Violetgreen swallow colours are iridescent. Swallows feed on
insects and are beautifully adapted to "hawk" for flying
insects. Their beaks are a wide gape for catching their prey.
Their eyes are protected by a thin, transparent eyelid,
nictitating membrane, and fluid is exuded on the eye surface
to enhance their vision while flying. They nest in tree
cavities, cliff crevices and nesting boxes. Like most
insectivores their numbers are diminishing and I have not
had one nest in my yard for at least 10 years. Their bright cheerful song consists of double and
single chirps as they fly high overhead searching for food. By John Neville
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PROGRAMS AND FIELDTRIPS

May – June 2017
May 4 – 6, 2017 BC Nature AGM in Lillooet
“Canyon to Alpine”
For more details check the winter edition of the BC
Nature magazine or

http://www.lillooetnaturalistsociety.org/agm or www.bcnature.ca
May 10, 2017 Monthly Meeting at 7:30 pm
Dr. Rob Higgins: The Ants of British Columbia: Ecological Giants.
Ants are one of the most successful groups of animals on the planet. About 15,000
species have been described and they contribute more biomass to most ecosystems
than any other animal group. Dr. Rob Higgins is an
entomologist at Thompson Rivers University, Kamloops – a
keen naturalist and an enthusiastic speaker. He will
describe this diversity of ants and the ecological roles
that ants play in British Columbia. He will also talk about
new arrivals – the fire ants – that are overshadowing our native species.
Refreshments will be served but please bring your own mug.
Goodies provided by Gordon and Laraine Butt and Vicki and Rinze Kiljan

May 13, 2017 Fieldtrip – Kanaka Creek
Regional Park
We will view the newly opened Kanaka Creek Watershed
Stewardship Centre which replaces the Bell-Irving
Hatchery and walk some of the trails. Wendy DaDalt
will be our leader. We will meet at Lepp Farm Market on
Highway 11 at Clayburn Road at 8 am for carpooling
Confirm your attendance to Alice Roos, haroos12@gmail.com
or 604-853-4283 by Friday evening 8 pm
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May 14, 2017 Mother’s Day Fry Release at Bateman
Park
by the Abbotsford Ravine Park Salmon Society
from noon to 2pm. For more information and to participate
email Ravinepark.harchery@gmail.com or call 604-302-2888

May 20, 2017 A Rocha Spring Bird Survey 8:00 am
We will survey the sites (Campbell Valley Park, Semiahmoo Hatchery, Redwood
Park, the Little Campbell River estuary), and return to A Rocha for lunch (your own)
and the tally of species. A Rocha is located at 1620 192 Street in Surrey. To join
and for more information contact Stan Olson at stan.olson@arocha.ca or 604 853 6454

June 14, 2017 Annual Picnic
Annual ‘Potluck’ Picnic at 6:30 pm (note time)
We have reserved the picnic shelter at Gardner Park in
Abbotsford. We hope to take a walk on one of the trails after the meal.

Bring a main dish or salad, enough to share.
Drinks and a dessert of fruit and ice cream will be
provided.

Bring your own cutlery, dishes and chairs.

The park is located on Livingstone Road. To get there take South Fraser Way
west, this becomes Peardonville Road. Just before the Hwy. 1 overpass turn right
onto Livingstone where the entrance to the park is on your right. Or, take Maclure
Road east to Blue Jay turn left (south), which becomes Livingstone, park entrance
is on your left.

4

Saturday, March 25. Blackberry Battle at Willband Park
Armed with rakes, pitch forks, machetes, loppers, pruners, and thick gloves, a small army of Nature Club
members were prepared to attack the invasive Himalayan blackberries in Willband park. The onslaught
began at 9 a.m. and persisted until noon with a break for coffee (graciously prepared by Alice Roos).
Two elderberry trees were very thankful for being rescued from the entanglement of the prickly
blackberry branches. Our casualties were minimal; not too much blood was spilled as there were only
some minor scratches. We were rewarded for our bravery with pizza for lunch, generously provided by
Panago Pizza. Chrissy Borseth, volunteer coordinator for the City of Abbotsford, stopped by to cheer us
on. The battle was well fought, but the war isn’t over yet. There are many more areas in the park that
need to be rescued from the enemy blackberry thickets. We’ll be back!! By the way, this was a great
opportunity to get to know and socialize with fellow club members. A good time was had by all?
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Annual Work Bee at Hogan Family Nature Park, April 8,
2017
As it seems to be the norm the past 6 months, the weather for the day seems unsettled.
Even though rain/showers were forecast for the day, hardy souls, Ken, Jack, Alice, Wendy,
Paul, Lindsay, Lindsay Jacqui, Dave, Rebecca, Hank and Alice came out to plant 45 trees
and shrubs in a far corner of the park. The area was quite open and views to the truck
park was not attractive. So, with this planting it should eventually improve the area. The
trees were supplied and delivered by the City of Abbotsford.
Eagle-eyed Rebecca, found an owl pellet along the way
which contained what could be the skull of a squirrel?
We should monitor that tree to see what owl is using that
as a roost. The trilliums were in full bloom, stream/wood
violet flowers were opening, the forest floor in places
were covered with bleeding hearts and false lily of the
valley and fern fiddleheads here and there poking their
way out of the soil. This park which was waking up from
its winter sleep is such a treasure!
We are developing a new interpretive
brochure for the park to be used for
groups. We have been asked to lead a
group of NatureKids and Girl Guides. The
current brochure produced in 199? Is
outdated and needs a new facelift.
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2017 Fraser Valley Regional Science Fair
"Celebrating Young Scientists"
The winners have presented their projects at the meeting on April
12 and accepted their first prize of $100 and second prize of $75
Sarbreet Gill and Gurinder Nahar presented their project on “Recycling
Greywater” and received First Prize. They are students at Dasmesh Punjabi
School.
Laundry water was used to water plants, in this case tulips. They built a filter with
gravel, sand and activated charcoal to filter out particles, fibers, and pathogens
before watering the plants. One interesting result of this experiment was that
the plants using the filtered grey water grew better than the control group using
regular tap water.

Katie Bredenhof presented her project on using “Recycled Plastic to make roof
shingles” and received the second
prize. Katie is a student at Credo
Christian School in Langley.
She took plastic milk jugs cut up
into small pieces, spread out on a
plate and heated in an oven. Her
goal was to produce low-tech
shingles which could be used in
third world countries where plastic
garbage is a problem.
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Earth Day
April 22,
2017 at Mill
Lake Park
Abbotsford’s
First Earth
Day
Celebration
Volunteers – Alison Roberts, Rita Bot and Wendy DaDalt

Our club project at Willband Creek Park
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What the ‘club’ is all about

Unfortunately, the weather was not conducive to a great turn out. We were
promoting a guided walk the next day at Willband Creek Park but had to be
cancelled. This could be held some other time to promote our club.

How many days can the
Arctic
tundra go without sunshine?
A. 50 days
B. 120 days
C. 163 days

How long can bats live?
A. 10 Years
B. 20 Years
C. 30 Years
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SUMMER 2017 WALKS
Wednesday July 5, 2017- Clearbrook Park/Downes
Bowl @ 6:30 pm
The bowl shape of the terrain creates a natural wetland at the
bottom where a wooden boardwalk is perfect for observing
nature in a serene setting. The trails are somewhat rugged and
have some steep grades.
Park in the parking lot at Clearbrook Park north of Downes
Road.
Confirm your attendance to Alice Roos, haroos12@gmail.com or 604853-4283 by preferably by Tuesday evening 8 pm or the latest 5 pm Wednesday

Wednesday July 12, 2017 – Irene Pearce Trail in South Langley at 224th and
5th Avenue
Join us as we walk the trails in this rural park, formerly a dump site that was turned into a
park after pressure was exerted by the Council of Ratepayers and the Langley Field
Naturalists. It is part of the Municipal Nature park with the Little Campbell River flowing
through it and has stands of mature Douglas Fir.
For carpooling meet at the Tim Horton’s in the Fraser Valley Auto Mall at 6:15 pm

Level - Easy
Confirm your attendance to Alice Roos, haroos12@gmail.com or 604-853-4283 by preferably by
Tuesday evening 8 pm or the latest 5 pm Wednesday

Wednesday July 19, 2017 – Discovery Trail section between Gladwin Road and
Highway 11
Meet at 6:30 pm in the parking lot on the corner of Old Riverside and Gladwin Road. The
length of this section is 3.3 km one way. We will start at the top and wind our way which is
mostly down to Valley Road. For those that want to do only one way, a shuttle of some sort
will be arranged.
Confirm your attendance to Alice Roos, haroos12@gmail.com or 604-853-4283 by preferably by
Tuesday evening 8 pm or the latest 5 pm Wednesday

Saturday July 26, 2017 – Cheam Lake Wetlands Regional Park – Popkum
The wetlands protect about 93 hectares of marsh, lake and uplands, and is
home to many different bird, animal, insects and plant species. Bring your
binoculars and field guides to help identify the different species you will
encounter. Dress for the weather, bring a lunch and wear sturdy footwear.
Ken Summers will be our leader. Level - easy
Meet at Tim Horton’s at Whatcom Road and Highway #1 at 8:30 am
Confirm your attendance to Ken Summers, ken.summers@telus.net or 604-851-2301 by Friday
evening 8 pm
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